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 
Ave Maria 

 

Thank You Letter 
 

To: The S.A.R.A. Association and Esteemed Benefactors. 
 

We have received the amount of 12,000 USD (Twelve Thousand US Dollars) from the 

Association and Esteemed Benefactors for the relief efforts in several northern mountainous 

areas affected by floods in September and October, specifically Lang Nu. We purchased rice 

and some essential food items to relieve their hunger immediately after the flood. 

We are deeply grateful to the S.A.R.A. Association and the Esteemed Benefactors for 

your generous hearts in sharing food and clothing with those suffering from hunger in Vietnam. 

We hope that the Association and Benefactors will continue to love and support those in 

poverty in our homeland. 

May God, through the intercession of the Virgin Mary of the Rosary, bless the 

Association and Benefactors with health, peace, and joy in the love of God. 

Trung Linh, October 24, 2024 
 

 

 
 
M. Gioan Bosco Đặng Thị Dung, FMSR. 

Superior General 
  



Words of Gratitude 
 
To: Esteemed Benefactors of the SARA Charity Association 
 
At the beginning of this letter, I would like to extend my respectful greetings, peace in Christ, and my most 
sincere gratitude to the esteemed benefactors. 
 
Dear Sirs/Madams, Understanding the difficulties and limitations of disabled individuals, every year during the 
Lunar New Year and Mid-Autumn Festival, we receive meaningful gifts from the benefactors of the SARA 
Charity Association for the less fortunate people in the two Dioceses of Vinh and Ha Tinh. 
 
On February 11, 2024, at the start of the new year, Ms. Kim Dung and representatives of the SARA Charity 
Association visited several parishes in the two Dioceses of Vinh and Ha Tinh. They provided $15,000 USD 
(equivalent to 360,627,300 VND) to distribute to 1000 disabled individuals and organized a program to provide 
free medical examinations and medications for the poor. Additionally, during the Mid-Autumn Festival on 
August 15, 2024, we received an additional $6,000 USD (equivalent to 150,000,000 VND) to visit and assist 
disabled individuals, encouraging them to overcome physical and mental barriers. 
 
We deeply appreciate the sentiments and gifts that the benefactors provide to the less fortunate people in the 
two Dioceses. Through your noble charitable acts, the disabled feel comforted, supported, and somewhat 
relieved from the pain they endure due to their circumstances and physical disabilities. 
 
In response to the compassion the SARA Charity Association has for the disabled, on behalf of the Caritas 
Committee and the Subcommittee for Supporting Disabled People in the two Dioceses, as well as the disabled, 
I sincerely thank you for your generosity. May God reward and bless you and your families, so that you may 
continue to be the extended hands of Christ in the world today. Please continue to accompany us in our work 
to serve the poor. 
 
Nghe An, September 26, 2024 Director of Caritas Vinh (original signature photo captured below). 
 

 



 
List of Disabled Individuals in Parishes Receiving from the SARA Charity Association in 2024  
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Southeast Asian Relief Association(SARA) 
PO. Pox 18185. Portland, OR 97218, 
Phone: 503-281-5547  
Youtube: @HoituthienSara 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

COMPASSION 
In life, the hustle and bustle, the burdens and hardships often make Kim Dung feel so weary that she feels like 
giving up everything. However, in those moments, thinking about the pitiful circumstances of so many suffering 
people in her homeland, Kim Dung cannot help but think only of her own life. The images that come to Kim 
Dung’s mind at those times are of people who have to bear the burdens of a life full of daily difficulties. They are 
the disabled who cannot work; the poor who also bear terrible diseases. These are the lonely elderly with no one 
to care for them; those who suffer from the torment of illnesses without a single medicine to relieve the pain; those 
who, unfortunately, carry leprosy. They suffer not only physically but also mentally due to the lack of care and 
comfort from others. Furthermore, in those impoverished lands, they have to endure the impacts of natural 
disasters, such as rain, storms, and floods, which destroy their homes, property, and crops. Some, in a moment, 
have to witness their loved ones being swept away by fierce water currents and never coming back. All these 
things make Kim Dung’s heart ache: “truly the ways of heaven are harsh,” “life is a sea of suffering.”  
 
Thinking about this, Kim Dung seems to feel that her own hardships and weariness are not as heavy compared to 
the circumstances of others who are suffering. Kim Dung realizes that she is actually fortunate with what she has 
now. Especially recently, Kim Dung heard from Sister Hai of the Missionary Sisters of Charity Vinh about the 
tragic aftermath caused by the floods in the northern mountainous region of Vietnam about a month ago. It was 
the image of people in a village being swept away by water and buried under mud, with some bodies found and 
others completely missing. It is truly heartbreaking and sorrowful to witness that. In light of these damages and 
tragedies, all members of the 11 orphanages and homes for the elderly of the Missionary Sisters of Charity Vinh 
saved the money they would have spent on mooncakes during the Mid-Autumn Festival to send in support of the 
children and people affected by the floods. A small gift, but it represents the generous charity and solidarity of 
everyone during difficult times.  
 
With all these things, Kim Dung received a precious and meaningful lesson: “To love is to sacrifice.” Kim Dung 
promised herself that she would try harder in light of the good fortune she has received in her current life. 
Remembering the promise she made when she finally reached the shores of freedom after 23 difficult boat escapes 
and 3 imprisonments for fleeing, Kim Dung wholeheartedly thanks and appreciates God's boundless mercy poured 
out on her life. In fulfillment of that promise, Kim Dung vows to devote her entire life to helping and serving those 
who are unfortunate and struggling in life, with the companionship and support of the priests and sisters.  
 
Contributions can be sent to: Southeast Asian Relief Association(SARA). PO. Pox 18185. Portland, OR 
97218, Phone: 503-281-5547. Fanpage: HoituthienSara. Web: http://sara-hope.org/ 
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